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But the charkha is no bad coin for me. I have faith in it
to defend it against the whole world. I want freedom for all. 1
can think of it only in non-violent terms. If we are to get our
freedom by strictly non-violent means, we can get it only through
the charkha, which necessarily includes Hindu-Muslim unity,
removal of untouchability and several other things which I need
not mention here. In my opinion, the Congress will commit a
terrible mistake if it abolishes the franchise. But my belief in
democracy is worth nothing if it does not include the right to
commit even terrible mistakes* I, therefore, know that my belief,
though right in my estimation, must be rejected if the others do
not feel it within them. I want a living faith in the charkha and
consequent active co-operation. Mere mechanical assent without
corresponding action can do no good to anybody. And in
coming to a conclusion on the subject, my personality must be
dismissed from consideration. No man is indispensable for the
evolution of this great and ancient land of dharma. Let India
live, though a hundred Gandhis have to perish.

Young India, 18-6-1925
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A vakil from Lyallpur sends the following letter addressed
to the Editor, Young India:

About three or four years ago, a company, "All-India Stores Ltd.",
was started at Calcutta with Mr. H. M. Gandhi, son of our Mahatmaji,
as one of the directors, as advertised by a representative of the said com-
pany at Rawalpindi. A client of mine was persuaded to pay certain
sums to the said representative and also to the company in pursuance
of his having been .so persuaded to become a shareholder. I have written
to the known and notified address, 22 Amratalla Street, Calcutta, of the
company and so has my client. My client fears that perhaps it was a
bogus affair and he has been done out of his money. In the interests
of your (Mahatma's) good name and the economic welfare of this poor
country, I fondly hope and wish and even pray, my client's fears may
be unfounded. The post office has returned all our letters back through
the Dead Letter Office. So, some ground at least exists for my client's

suspecting that the company is no more.   Is it a fact that Mahatmaji's

son was a Director in it, and is it a fact that such a company came into

being and is still existing, and where?

Please excuse my writing to you about it.   My  client who is a

Mohammedan gentleman and whose respect for Mahatmaji led him to